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were awakened by unusual noises, as
if a large jungle cat were prowling
through the house. This was accom-
panied by the sound of chimes and
bells. The next morning, we found
-our possessions strewn all about the
house, yet all the doors and windows
were stili closed and locked from the
inside.

‘““The supernatural properties of
the skull are puzzling, but are very
much in existence and are demon-
strable to any sensitive person. The
skull exhibits and transmits to all of
the five senses of the human brain;
it changes visibly in both color and
transparency, it exhibits its own un-
mistakable odor when it cares to,
plants' thoughts in viewers’ minds,
makes people thirsty, and impresses
audible sounds on their ears. When a
sensitive person places his hands near
the skull, distinct vibrations and
energy are felt, plus the sensations of
either heat or cold, depending where
the hands are held.

.~ ““In all probability, the skull was
first carved and put to religious use
either by the people of Atlantis or by
the ancient Egyptians or Chinese.
Later it was used by the Babylonian
priests in religious temples on the
Hill of Skulls, perhaps around the
year 1000 B.C. The Phoenicians
then brought the skull from Babylon
to Central America where it was used
first by the Mayans and then by the
Aztecs. Perhaps the skull spent some
time at Atlantis before being trans-
ported to Central America.”’

. Other speculations of many years
ago centered on the skull’s ‘‘lost’’
period. Writing in the June/July 1969
issue of Psychic magazine, J. J. Lamb
theorized ‘‘that it might have resided
in the London temple of the Knights
Templar prior to their fight with the
Catholics just before the Holy Wars.

Descriptions of the inner sanctum of -

the Knights Templar mention a head,
which is sometimes referred to as ‘a
crystal head with eyes that glow like
jewels.””’

On the cover, artist Michael Kyte
has pictured the kind of history the
Crystal Skull might reveal if we truly
knew its language.

And in adjacent columns, George
Agogino chronicles the evidence, ex-
pertly examines it, and after arguing
both sides of the questions, enters a
plea of ‘‘no contest.”’

What do you think?
—The editors
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The Crystal Skull:
Fine Fake or

Authentic Artifact?

by George A. Agogino

HE DESIRE to possess'the works

of art created by historic and/or
prehistoric man is not'a mew one, but
the number and variety of ‘people en-
gaged in collecting is surely:growing.
Artifacts are a ‘‘cash' crop’’ which
suppliers harvest, and ‘thus destroy
archeological sites of all kinds to
meet the demand. If the demand is
great enough and ‘‘the price is right,”’
a spurious craft guild may develop,
as clever counterfeiters make and sell
fraudulent artifacts. These range
from Paleo-Indian points to antique
guns and furniture. Of all central
and southern Mexican pottery sold in
huge volume to tourists as being of
prehistoric manufacture, it has been
estimated that less than five percent
is authentic. In sales of Classic and
early post-Classic Anasazi, Mimbres
and Casas Grande pottery of the
southwest United States, fakes are
also common.

While supplying collectors with
genuine artifacts distorts any infor-
mation which might be left behind
and, at worst,.destroys the total site,
salting sites with fakes or implying
statements that they are from a par-
ticular period or area also skews the
cultural picture. If it is not possible
(how could it ever be?) to check each
allegedly authentic piece in the hands
of collectors which is reported to
have been found at site ‘‘x,’’ the fre-
quency of a particular item or the
range of its occurrence may be badly
misrepresented, thus complicating the
already difficult endeavor of describ-
ing the cultural provenience.

The Crystal Skull is an object of
beauty, surrounded by intrigue and
posing many questions.-It is a single,
exotic example of a possibly impor-
tant artifact which could be of real
significance to Mayan archeology if
it is of Mayan manufacture, or to
other aboriginal cultures if it were

Dr. Agogino, Professor of Anthro-
pology at Eastern New Mexico
University, is a member of SITU’s
Scientific Advisory Board.

transported to a Mayan ruin by other
aboriginal inhabitants.

The skull has been studied closely
by Frank Dorland, an expert on re-
ligious items, and is the subject of a
book by Richard Garvin.* Since its
discovery S5 years ago, the skull has
reposed in a vault at the Bank of
America in California or at the Hyde
Museum of the American Indian in
New York City.

Its owner and discoverer, Anna
LeGuillon Mitchell-Hedges, is the
adopted daughter of adventurer-
archeologist Frederick Mitchell-
Hedges, an Atlantis enthusiast who
was obsessed with his belief ithat
Atlantis was located off the coast of
Middle America. He spent years
working in British Honduras (now
Belize) to find proof of its existence.
His autobiography Danger Is My Ally
reports many of his flamboyant and
often reckless adventures.

In 1926-27, Mitchell-Hedges and
Anna worked at Lubaantun, a Classic-
period Mayan ruin in Belize. On her
seventeenth birthday, in 1927, Anna
found the Crystal Skull while remov-
ing rock from an overturned altar.
The mandible was found three months

(Continued on page 125)

*QGarvin, Richard, The Crystal Skull (Double-
day, New York, 1973).
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The Endless Procession

: by John A. Keel

ON A WARM June evening in A.D. 1430, four peasants
in the village of Jaen, Spain, witnessed a remark-
able procession. From four separate locations they watched
an estimated 500 people parade along dusty roads, led by
a tall, beautiful woman in a white robe carrying an infant
in her arms. She wore a glowing mantle  ablaze with iri-
descent colors casting so much light it nearly blinded the
witnesses. The procession was headed by seven young-
sters dressed in white and bearing white crosses, followed
by twenty priests marching in two rows, all chanting in
an unintelligible tongue. Hundreds of people swarmed
behind them with the inevitable hordes of barking dogs
bringing up the rear.

The procession wound its way through the deserted
streets to San Ildefonso church where the glowing lady

ascended a silvery throne. Suddenly, at the stroke of mid-

night, the entire mob vanished inexplicably, leaving the
four amazed peasants standing alone in the darkness.
There was not a single footprint or trace of the procession
in the dirt along their route.

When they reported their strange experience, the four
witnesses were subjected to weeks of questioning and
-investigation by civil and religious authorities. They had
all apparently seen the same identical things and their
report led to the origin of a sacred cult that flourished in
Spain for several centuries.

According to the extensive records of the event, one
of the witnesses had heard a voice on June 7th and 8th
which whispered: ‘‘Do not sleep and you will see good
things.”” The procession appeared at 11:30 p.m. on the
10th of June.*

Ghostly parades. were not restricted to the fifteenth
century. In my own investigations I have heard many
bizarre tales from sincere witnesses describing gatherings
of strange beings on beaches and hilltops. There have
been mysterious convoys of automobiles lacing through
small towns in the wee hours, their drivers pale and seem-
ingly entranced. In one case on Long Island, two witnesses
reportedly saw ‘‘hundreds of dogs, all sizes and breeds’’
blocking roads and converging on a field where UFOs
had previously been seen. Oddest of all, phantom police
cars and men in police uniforms have appeared in remote
places, diverted traffic, and then vanished. Ivan Sanderson
and his wife were once detoured by a mystery man in a
naval uniform on a back road during one of their inves-
tigative sorties.

In a simpler age the testimony of a solitary witness
was sufficient to launch a legend. The thousands of re-
ligious miracles, so carefully investigated by religious
authorities through the ages, were usually witnessed by
one or two people, most often small children. It is prob-
able that a large part of all mytholpgy and folklore has
a basis in fact; that a few witnesses actually saw (or
thought they saw) the gods or monsters. In the days be-
fore the printed and electronic media, such incidents were

‘S_ource: Nuestra Senora de la Capilla, Madre, Patrona y Reina de Jaen
by Vincente Montuno Morente, published in Madrid in 1950.
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preserved by oral tradition. When a succession of wit-
nesses had reported essentially the same thing, often in
the same geographical location, generation after gen-
eration, the existence of the god or demon became an
established fact. Even the most hard-nosed skeptic re-
garded the cumulative testimony as empirical.

The gods of ancient India and Egypt undoubtedly
found life in this fashion, just as Ashtar and his cronies
from outer space are now becoming a part of our modern
culture.

The Propagandists

All of the manifestations of the past have served one
primary purpose. They have advanced belief in some
theological or philosophical concept, and supported one
of the many frames of reference employed to hide the
real nature of the phenomenon from us. They engage in
what we now call psychological warfare, and they have
always exploited our eagerness to believe. The modern
UFO scene is a sociological minefield because it has pro-
duced a worldwide propaganda movement of willing
evangelists advocating the existence of people from another
planet who altruistically intend to save us from ourselves.
The leading extraterrestrial proselytizers have not had
direct experience with the phenomenon themselves. Most
have not even seen a funny light bobbing across the sky.
Nevertheless, they are convinced that there’s someone out
there and they happily spend all their time lecturing,
appearing on radio and television, and making movies
advancing their ideas of the great benign invasion from
the cosmos. There. are obviously many grave dangers in
this kind of blind belief.

Our studies of the UFO percipients and contactees are
teaching us that these encounters are more hallucinatory
than real, that some complex hypnotic process is involved,
and that the real phenomenon is hiding behind a carefully
engineered smoke screen of propaganda. Those funny
lights and their hypnotic waves of energy are part of
something that is related to this planet, and to us. But
that something may be far beyond our meager powers of
comprehension. There are forces that can distort our
reality and warp our fields of space and time. When we
are caught up in these forces we struggle to find an
acceptable explanation for them, and then the manifes-
tations begin to conform to that explanation and so re-
inforce it. Every few centuries, however, we abandon the
old explanations and come up with new ones. Then the
phenomenon obligingly tailors itself to those new beliefs.
This factor alone indicates that part of the phenomenon,
at least, is directly related to the human psyche, and these
events are in part the work of the individual and collec-
tive unconsciousness.

Unfortunately, another part of the phenomenon seems

(Continued on page 110)

The editors express their thanks to John Keel for allowing
Pursuit to pre-publish this chapter which he plans to
include in the contents of a forthcoming book.
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Tracking the Yeti
In the Snowfields
Of the Himalayas

by Edward W. Cronin, Jr.

Oh yes! We have many kinds of wild animals in these
forests. There are bears, and musk deer, and yeti, and
pandas, and leopards, and civets, and monkeys, and
many, many more. —Arun villager

WIT.‘{ NONCHALANCE and an almost staggering glib-
ness, a Lumdumsa villager answered my question
about the kinds of animals to be found in the local
forests. It was part of an interview that we gave to ex-
perienced hunters to determine the extent of their know-
“ledge about the wildlife. Most such exercises were duly
informative, enjoyable, and, after awhile, actually boring
in their repetition. But here, suddenly, without prompt-
ing of any kind and with an unbearable confidence, this
man included the yeti as just one more species to be
found in the Kasuwa! The yeti, that mysterious, un-
known, and monsterlike creature of radioactive excite-
ment for all Westerners, was mundanely relegated to the
status of a panda or a leopard—neither more nor less
interesting.

For four years, Edward W. Cronin, Jr., was chief scien-
tist of the Arun Valley Wildlife Expedition. This excerpt
Sfrom his book The Arun (Houghton Mifflin Company,
Boston, 1979) was printed in the December 1979 issue of
Defenders Magazine of Defenders of Wildlife and is
reprinted here by permission of the author and the
publishers of Defenders.
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Truth is a hard thing to come by in people, no matter
what their background, and there are few statistical tech-
niques for weeding out the unintentional elaboration, the
white lie, or the unsaid thing. I came to put much faith in
the answer this hunter gave, as much because of the con-
text of the question, as because of his unflinching ex-
pression. Often, if I asked directly about the yeti—some-
times as soon as I would mention it—the hunters would
either become cautious and unresponsive, or launch into
an obviously corrupt and grotesque tale in which the yeti
had, if not supernatural powers, then at least the in-
telligence and abilities of man. In one story I remember,
the yeti used fire to cook his food and spoke a dialect of
Tibetan popular in the northern regions of the valley.

Some villagers have heard of the foreigner’s
fascination for the yeti, and they are quick to take advan-
tage, trying to please their way toward a few extra rupees
by demonstrating to the sahib their widespread
knowledge of yeti lore. But they do the same with many
other wild animals, and hill people love the tall tale.
Lubricated with chang (beer) and warmed by a campfire
at the end of the day, village hunters can tell delightful
stories” about bears that could travel great distances in-
stantaneously, or hold a threatening grudge toward a
specific individual and come out of the night, as if a
transparent spirit, to seek a murderous revenge. All
people fictionalize their wildlife, and there are certain
truths, about both animals and men, that can be ex-
plained only by such a license. Still, Kipling’s Bagheera
does not mean that black leopards are any less real.
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Reports of the yeti have come out of the Himalayas
for almost two centuries. There is an eighteenth century
drawing of the yeti in a Chinese manuscript on Tibetan
wildlife. The first Westerner to have published an ac-
count of the yeti was apparently B. H. Hodgson in 1832.
Since then, over forty mountaineers, naturalists, and ex-
plorers, including such reputable gentlemen as N. A.

- Tombazi, Sir John Hunt, W. H. Tilman, Sir C. K.
Howard-Bury, and Dr. Norman Dryhrenfurth; have
reported sighting the yeti or its footprints.

Several expeditions have been made to the Himalayas
specifically to look for the yeti, -as, for example, the
London Daily Mail Expedition in 1954, or the several
Slick-Johnson Expeditions during the early 1960s. The

World Book Encyclopedia Expedition of 1960-61, led by..

the renowned Sir Edmund Hillary, included a team of.
zoologists from a prominent American museum who
searched for evidence in the Everest region. All have
come back with evidence of one kind or another, and the
evidence has always been highly controversial.

The recent reports include a well-documented sighting
of footprints by a Polish expedition in 1974. In the sum-
mer of that same year, Lhakpa Sherpa, a young girl from
the Khumbu Valley, was attacked by a yeti while tending
a herd of yak and zhum. According to the official report
filed by the Nepalese police who investigated the incident,
the girl was sitting on a big rock near a stream when she
heard what she took to be coughing. She looked around
and saw a huge black-and-reddish-brown, monkeylike
creature with large eyes and projecting cheekbones. The
creature grabbed her and carried her to a nearby
tributary of the stream; she was released, shocked but
essentially unhurt. The yeti remained in the area for thir-
ty minutes or so, during which time, in an irrational
demonic rage, it killed two of her yaks with punches, and
broke the neck of a third.

The primary question concerning such reports has
always been the reliability of the witnesses. Accusations
buzz like flies around the decomposing heap of the
evidence. The natives, after all, are not to be trusted be-
cause of their limited knowledge of zoology. Among the
foreigners, perhaps some were excellent mountain clim-
bers, but how qualified were they to examine spoor or in-
terpret visual sightings? Were they tired or in some way
affected by the high altitudes? Did the powers of
suggestion from a lengthy history of yeti lore convert
otherwise explainable circumstances into confirmed yeti
reports? Are the reports outright hoaxes, perpetrated for
publicity or fame?

None of these accusations appears valid, given the
personalities and accomplishments of the witnesses. Local
villagers require no great scientific training to describe
the appearance of an animal. Many of the Westerners are
respected public figures with illustrious careeérs who
would have nothing to gain from further publicity. Many
are competent naturalists and mountaineers familiar with
the wildlife and field conditions in the Himalayas.
Typically, their own first reaction to their discoveries has
been to explain them in terms of exotic fauna, altitude
sickness, or atmospheric aberrations; and it is only after
discounting such possibilities that many witnesses are
willing to suffer the abuse and doubt that accompany the
reports of a yeti.
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On opposite page, the author studies prints found next to tent.
He tried to follow the trail (above) from camp, but steep moun-
tainsides ended the search soon after it began.

Certainly some of the reports are questionable, being
too vague and having too few details to make any con-
crete decisions. But there is also the inescapable logic that
even if all the reports are inaccurate except one, that one
constitutes proof that the yeti does exist.

By now, the reported cases of yeti sightings or spoor
number in the thousands; yet each year new reports
receive conspicuous mention in the popular press. There
seems no end to the yeti lore, nor to its universal appeal.
For a hypothetical creature of ifs and maybes, the yeti
holds a disproportionate part of the public attention.
Everywhere, it touches a sensitive nerve, as if there were
something there we were trying to remember, or forget.
If, for a moment, we put aside the question of its
zoological reality, the yeti as a phenomenon makes an in-
triguing statement about man.

Obviously, the interest, in part, has to do with the
very mystery and controversy surrounding the yeti. It
captures the imagination in a way that only a manlike
form can do. The immediate sensation that it creates is a
welcome counterpoint to the grim reality of war, famine,
and politics that normally consumes our media. Flash
tabloids treat it as a Frankenstein monster incarnate—the
Abominable Snowman. Movies make it into a vivid
nightmare, something to frighten the audience and
enhance box-office receipts. While the institutions they
work for maintain a dignified silence, inside the
mausoleums the scientists endlessly argue the pros and
cons for its existence.

In part, also, the interest has to do with the creature
itself. If there really is an unknown anthropoid of the
yeti’s description alive today, it must be a close relative
from our distant and forgotten past. Man’s foremost in-
terest is man, and the yeti would be the most significant
zoological and anthropological discovery of the century,
offering comparative insights into our own development,
behavior, and prehistoric society. It would not be just
another fossil ape, but a living, breathing creature that
we could study in the flesh. v
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The greatest part of the fascination, however, has to
do with what the yeti represents emotionally. The yeti is
the ultimate ancestral myth. In today’s science-oriented
society, people who depreciate myths are guilty of a kind
of scientific superstition themselves—the belief that
science can explain the universe. We have gone from a
mythological explanation of the world that was com-
prehensible to all, to a scientific explanation of the world
phrased in terms of quantum mechanics and the theory
of relativity, that is comprehensible only to the most
isolated specialist. ;

Myths are the public dreams. They are the display
panels of the human psyche and represent the vehicles of
communication between our collective conscious and un-
conscious. The gnawing interest in the yeti might be that
it touches on one of the most sensitive aspects of man’s
involvement with the universe: What makes him unique?
What separates man from the animals around him? What
is man? The yeti, half man, half ape, raises this elemental
question in a more than allegorical way, while science has
only confused the distinction; and the layman has been
left in a vacuum of nonsense definitions about tool-using
and social communication.

Possibly the yeti holds the answer for that distinction
and will set to rest, once and for all, our agony of self-
evaluation. Indeed, the yeti might be so serviceable to our
emotions and science that we should hope that it does
exist.

Prior to the expedition’s entering the field, Jeff Mc-
Neely and 1 had made as thorough as possible an
examination of the evidence for the yeti’s existence. The
literature was extensive, scattered in both the most ob-
scure and most prominent scientific journals, and it in-
cluded several books wholly devoted to the subject. It

‘

Differences in size and configuration are shown by these
drawings in scale of typical footprints made by the
Himalayan black bear (hindpaw), a large man, and the
mountain gorilla.
Fourth drawing
shows the irreg-
ular arrangement
of larger and
smaller toes and
the broad, round
neel which most
sources say are
i characteristic of

Himalayan Black Bear
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became an absorbing pastime for us, something to oc-
cupy evening hours when we were too tired to study more
exacting subjects. We were not at all serious about ac-
tually finding it, and although we mentioned the
possibility to several sponsors, we fully recognized its real
unlikelihood. Oddly enough, sponsors often wanted to
talk more about the yeti than our scientific or conser-
vation goals. Having not yet traveled in the Himalayas,
or come to know the people, it was a subject that one

‘could be playfully serious about. From the narrow streets

of civilization, it seemed altogether too incredible, too

: fantastic, and too much fun to be ignored.

Based on the various eyewitness reports, a detailed
description of the yeti can be constructed. Its body is
stocky, apelike in shape, with a distinctly human quality
to it, in contrast to that of a bear. It stands five and one
half to six feet tall and is covered with short, coarse hair,
reddish-brown to black in color, sometimes with white
patches on the chest. The hair is longest on the shoulders.
The face is'robust, the teeth are quite large, though fangs
are not present, and the mouth is wide. The shape of the
head is conical, with a pointed crown. The arms are long,
reaching almost to the knees. The shoulders are heavy
and hunched. There is no tail.

One of the most remarkable aspects of these descrip-
tions by the various eyewitnesses is their consistency;
each one describes essentially the same creature. Those
reports that can be considered reliable do not depict
strange colors, unusual growths of hair, fangs, extraor-
dinary proportions, or any of the likely elaborations that
one would normally associate with a monster story.

Man
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Rather, the reports show an uncanny zoological expertise
in their portrayal of a creature that is exactly what a
scientist would expect.

The behavior described in the visual sightings is even
more familiar to the scientist. Recent field studies in
Africa by George Schaller, Jane Goodall, Dian Fosey,
and Vernon Reynolds have built a substantial body of
data on the natural behavior of wild apes. Local villagers
and Western observers could not possibly anticipate these
findings, but they describe the yeti’s behavior with details
that are easily recognized as displacement: conflicts,
aggressive posturing, and social interactions as we now
know them to be typical of wild apes. The reports seem
too good, too accurate, not to be true.

Although the sightings must be taken on faith, the

photographs of yeti footprints contribute concrete;data.

The most noteworthy discovery of footprints was made

by Eric Shipton and Michael Ward during the 1951
British Mount Everest Reconnaissance. The prints were
made on a thin layer of crystalline snow lying on firm
ice, indicating that little erosion or melting had occurred.
The photographs are exceptionally clear and sharp, thus
enabling definitive compansons to be made. .

The yeti’s foot is large, some twelve and a half- mches
long by seven and a half inches wide, with the heel nearly
as broad as the forepart. A conspicuous humanlike arch
is absent. The great toe, or hallux, is quite large, with the
second toe the longest and relatively thin, while: the
remaining three toes are short, stubby and united toward

Mountain Gorilla

their base. The hallux is separated from the second toe in
an opposable manner that is more like the thumb on a
human hand than the big toe on a human foot, and
suggests a more primitive condition than that of modern
man. These photographs have since become the ‘‘type-
specimens’’ of yeti prints.

Possible identification of the yeti footprints as those
of a known creature ranges from bears, snow leopards,
wolves, eagles, and langur monkeys, to the barefoot
man. Shipton’s yeti prints are too large, the hallux is too
opposable, and the heel is too broad for us to accept a
human foot as its author. The prints are also too large to
be that of any known species of monkey; the entire
musculature is different, and the width/length ratio of,
for example, a langur foot is on the order of 25 percent,
while the yeti print is more than 60 percent, making even
a giant monkey foot too narrow to be considered.
Hypotheses that entertain the possibilities of snow
leopards or wolves (which have nearly round prints) and
eagles (which have four narrow toes arranged in a
palmate structure) are really more the property of the
sensational press than a serious investigation.

Bears, because of their size, habits and habitat, are the
most likely candidates. Several forms of bear are known
to inhabit the higher Himalayas, including the ‘‘blue
bear’’ (Ursus arctos pruinosis), the ‘‘red bear’’ (Ursus ar-

‘Yeti’
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ctos isabellianus), and the Himalayan ‘‘black bear”’
(Selanarctos thibetanus). During the expedition’s stay in
the Arun Valley, we encountered numerous bear prints
which the local villagers would occasionally identify as
yeti prints. But the prints of all three forms of bear in-
variably showed the equally sized, symmetrical
arrangement of toes typical of the group. In contrast,
Shipton’s yeti prints show distinctively larger and smaller
toes, arranged in a characteristic asymmetrical pattern.
Further, bear prints typically have a narrow, drawn-out
heel, while Shipton’s photograph shows with exceptional
clarity a broad, rounded heel. :

Shipton’s photograph is in fact so detailed that the
movements of the foot can be ascertained. Like the
hominid foot, the prints have the deepest impression
along the outer side of the back of the heel, where the
foot first touches the ground; the next deepest’ im-
pressions are along the inner side of the hallux, which is
used to propel the foot forward. Such details are known
from criminological studies and strongly suggest that,
like man, the yeti uses bipedal progression, that is, walks
on two rather than four feet. Shipton himself commented
that the series of yeti prints he discovered appeared to be
made by a creature walking bipedally.

Bipedalism in the yeti seems to have aroused the
greatest controversy and is a source of disbelief among
skeptics. It is often thought by the uninformed that
bipedalism is unique to man among the primates, but in
fact it is by no means rare among apes. Gibbons, the
most arboreal of the apes,. consistently walk upright when
on the ground. Adriaan Kortlandt found that the chim-
panzees he was studying walked bipedally for 10 to 15
percent of the distance they covered. George Schaller has
shown that gorillas occasionally revert to bipedal
progression for short distances when traveling through
wet vegetation, apparently to keep their hands dry.

Bipedalism is not even a recent adaptation of the apes.
According to David Pilbeam and Elwyn Simons," ‘‘The
Miocene apes and their Oligocene ancestors probably
showed a high degree of trunk erectness and doubtless
spent much time walking or running bipedally either in
trees or on the ground.”” A particular bit of damning
evidence against the skeptics has been discovered by Syd-
ney Britton of the University of Virginia, who found that
captive chimpanzees he was studying walked bipedally
when there was snow on the ground, probably to keep
their hands from getting cold. In careful analysis, it not
only seems possible, but altogether likely that an ape
would use bipedal progression when traversing the high
snows of the Himalayas.

Another point of serious controversy between the ad-
vocates and the skeptics has been the supposed yeti
scalps. Several monasteries in the Khumbu Valley are
known to keep what are purported to be yeti scalps. The
expedition that was sponsored by the World Book En-
cyclopedia managed to borrow one from the Khumjung
monastery. It was taken directly to museums in Paris,
London and Chicago, where zoologists examined it
carefully, comparing it to the skins of known Himalayan
animals. The verdict of the experts: a fake made from the
skin of a serow (goat antelope).

This judgment was a terrible disappointment to many
believers in the yeti. They realized that photographs and
even the most detailed reports might never establish
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anything. Only a solid, incontestable piece of evidence,
such as teeth, bones or skin, would resolve the question.
That the first piece of ‘‘hard’’ evidence examined at a
museum should turn out to be a fake was a shattering
blow to many.

But the verdict was not unanimous. Dr. John Hill at
the British Museum pointed out that the hairs from the
Khumjung scalp had a simian quality despite their gross
resemblance to serow hairs. Comparing the granules of
pigment in the hair, he detected a symmetrical arrange-
ment quite different from normal serow pigments. In ad-
dition, ectoparasites from the scalp were also strangely
different. According to Hill, the mite ectoparasites
recovered from the scalp were unusual in respect to their
sculpting of the cuticle, the arrangement and con-
spicuousness of hairs, and the size of limbs. Such ec-
toparasites are normally very host-specific, and it would -
be highly unusual to find non-serow mites on a serow
skin. Either the serow population in the Khumjung area
had unique ectoparasites, or the scalp was not serow.

Also, the very identity of the scalp was in question. In
their excitement in getting the scalp out of Nepal to
where it could be tested, the scientists from the ex-
pedition failed to mention some important qualifications.
The scalp was known to be at least several hundred years
old, and none of the Sherpas alive at the time could,
realistically, vouch for its authenticity. In fact, several of
the Sherpas had insisted from the beginning that the
Khumjung scalp was a fake, made in imitation of the real
yeti scalps found at other monasteries to enhance the
reputation of the Khumjung monastery. Such a scalp was
considered a powerful talisman by the villagers, and a
necessary item for the religious ceremonies and spiritual
powers of any monastery.

In reviewing yeti literature, it becomes increasingly
obvious that the biases of the scientists involved, rather
than any inductive logic, determine the interpretation of
the data. Responsible authorities operating with the same
evidence reach completely different conclusions. One
notable scientist who visited the Himalayas stated flatly
that, based on his discovery that known animal tracks
can be melted by the sun into facsimiles of yeti foot-
prints, ‘‘the yeti does not exist.”’ Not only is it a doubtful
accomplishment to recognize that snow melts; it is also a
serious insult to logic, ideally the ‘tool-in-trade of the
scientist, to assert that an unknown thing does not exist.

Comparison of the evidence for the existence of the
yeti with the accepted scientific ideas reveals the even
deeper dilemma of the fine distinction between empirical
evidence and fact. Fossilized material is a significant part
of modern scientific dogma, used in supportive argument
for everything from systematic evolution to the ecology
of dinosaurs. But fossil records are the rock molds left
after bone material dissolves and, in that sense, are
analogous to the snow and mud molds left by the yeti’s
feet. By studying a few fragments of fossilized bones,
paleontologists are able to construct a specific account of
an extinct creature’s general morphology, ecology and
behavior. These accounts are highly theoretical:construc-
tions, yet we still rely on them. The yeti, by comparison,
has been seen, for lengthy periods, on numerous oc-
casions, in many different areas, by dozens of people.
What is it that makes us so reluctant to credit the reports
of the yeti? Even at this late date, we seem hindered by a
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Author’s photo of one of the
prints which Sherpas un the |
Cronin expedition identified
as yeti prints. Each of the 10-
15 clearest impressions was
about 9 inches long by 4%
inches wide. The length of
the stride was less than 12 in-
ches along the trail between
two tents, indicating that the
nocturnal visitor had walked
slowly and cautiously while
in the camp area.

conservatism and parochialism that do disservice to the
potential of science.

Any creature existing today must have had ancestors,
and it may be that the antecedents of the yeti can be
found among the known fossil forms. Numerous
possibilities are mentioned in the literature, including
Oreopithecus, Australopithecus robustus, and Homo
erectus, but one in particular, Gigantopithecus, seems
especially likely. Remains of Gigantopithecus have been
found in the foothills of the Himalayas, not far from
where many of the modern sightings of the yeti have oc-
curred. Other remains have been found in Kwangsi
province of southern China, indicating an extensive range
throughout South Asia. The dating of this material is as
early as nine million years ago, and as recent as 500,000
years ago, or middle Pleistocene age, which would make
it a contemporary of Homo erectus.

Gigantopithecus’s size and shape are what make it
such a likely candidate, for it closely resembled the
description of the yeti as given by eyewitnesses. Based on
the remains discovered so far, it was a large ape, and un-
doubtedly had the large jaw and teeth mentioned in yeti
descriptions but, also like the yeti, lacked conspicuous
fangs or elongated canines. Also, the large mandible of
Gigantopithecus meant extensive jaw muscles. In apes,
this is often associated with a tall sagittal crest, which is
required as an attachment point for these muscles, and
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would exactly duplicate the pointed head so consistently
mentioned in the sightings of the yeti, and observed in
the scalp. In contrast, man has a relatively weak jaw, few
jaw muscles, and thus, their attachment is confined to the
side of the head; there is no sagittal crest, but rather the
round smooth surface that marks the human skull.

There are ecological ‘reasons to support Gigan-
topithecus. It probably came in contact with evolving
man in India, and there would have been strong com-
petitive pressure between them. A basic principle of
population biology, the Competitive Exclusion Principle,
states that whenever two allied forms have a similar
range, niche, behavior and ecology, one will invariably
gain a selective advantage over the other and soon
displace it. The less-successful form either becomes ex-
tinct or is forced to migrate.

During the middle Pleistocene age, man had already
learned about fire and had an extensive use of stone,
bone and wooden tools. Gigantopithecus was found in
association with a mixed habitat—forests, open areas and
areas transitional between the two—indicating sufficient
behavioral flexibility to invade new habitats, such as
those of the higher mountains. While man would have
been a powerful, almost overwhelming competitor
against such allied forms as Gigantopithecus, Giganto-
pithecus would have had available to it a mountain range

(Continued on page 128)
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The Tuscarora Mountain

HUNDERBIRDS HAVE SOARED
through Pennsylvania folklore
for more than a hundred years, and
there is some recent evidence for the
possibility that the legendary big birds
have not yet flown the coop.
Although rural rumor (e.g., ‘‘Hey,
my cousin knows a guy who had a
friend who saw one!’’) in -north-
central Pennsylvania would place the
Thunderbird population equal to that
of the American Cow, few eyewitness

reports have surfaced since the 1969-
1970 flap of sightings in the moun-
tainous region around Jersey Shore,
Pennsylvania. But on August 8, 1981,
a pair of giant birds nearly collided
with an automobile on Tuscarora
Mountain, 25 miles from Harrisburg,
the state capital.

The occupants of the car, Leverne
and Darlene Alford, contacted me the
following day through a mutual
friend. I interviewed them, and they
supplied the accompanying sketches
and, later, a letter confirming some
of the details of their sighting.

"The Alfords seemed to be sane,
middle-class, responsible people, both
in their early thirties. Leverne works
as a counselor at a youth development
center, and Darlene is a housewife and
former counselor at the same agency.
Their close encounter—they came
within two yards of a collision—with
a pair of unidentifiable and over-
sized flying creatures left them un-
derstandably curious. Few birds of
flight leave one with the impression
that they were ‘‘awesome’’ or ‘‘over-
whelming.”’

For some basic background and/or
speculation on Thunderbirds, see
Pursuit, Vol. 5, No. 2; Vol. 8, No. 2;
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T-Birds

by Carl Larsen

Strictly speaking, birds like
these could not exist in north-
central Pennsylvania or else-
where on this planet in this
day and age. But the witnesses
do not doubt what they saw,
and their answer to the skeptics
is a smile and just two words:
“They’re here!”

and Vol. 9, No. 2. As noted therein,
the late Robert R. Lyman gathered
dozens of published sightings dating
back as far as 1845. His pair of books,
Forbidden Land and Amazing In-
deed, cover a multitude of Pennsyl-
vania anomalies and are still available
from The Potter Enterprise, Couders-
port, Pa. Other references are pub-
lished in the Corliss Sourcebook en-
titled Strange Life.

Legends of the Pacific Northwest
Amerindians tell of Thunderbirds
plucking whales from the sea and
depositing scarred carcasses in the
treetops. Sliding across the ages from
totem to Tuscarora is easy enough for

those of us who delight in possibilities
but remain skeptical. (See Jung, see
Fort, see the St. Louis Cardinals
going en mass from first to third in
the last World Series.) Estimated bird-
dimensions increased with time, then
began to shrink with the advent of
handy, measurable environmental

yardsticks like roads, and shadows
thereon.

From interviews with witnesses in
three separate cases, we can narrow

the T-bird wingspan to somewhere be-
tween 15 and 25 feet. That exceeds the
Andean Condor by at least half, and
the lack of distinctive coloration
(wingtip, ruffle) seems to rule out
this largest existing cruising predator.
So keeping in mind what has, to date,
ornithological credibility, let’s con-
sider the incredible.

Tuscarora Mountain winds dis-
cretely around the bottom of the
Allegheny Plateau, a 200-square-mile
wrinkle stretching from Harrisburg to
Lake Ontario. A century ago, timber
from this vast Black Forest region
turned north-central Pennsylvania
into the lumber capital of the world.
Millions of yards of trimmed trees
toppled yearly and clattered down
sluices into the Susquehanna River,
to be gathered and bound at the locks.
Eventually, the industry moved on to
more accessible woodlands. Left were
three million square acres of forest
that even now are sparsely populated
and have enough room between the
bordering mountains to provide a
sanctuary for even the shyest of
feathered friends.

On August 8, 1981, Leverne and
Darlene Alford left their home in
Carlisle, Pa. Their destination was
Lock Haven, 75 miles to the north,
where they would visit the home of
a well-respected local lawyer (the
‘“‘mutual friend’’ who brought about
our contact).
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The most direct route was via State
Highway 74 which winds over Blue
Mountain and Limestone Ridge be-
fore it crosses Tuscarora Mountain.
An early morning fog had drifted into
the valleys but it began to clear as
the Alfords ascended and neared the
town of Ickesburg.

At approximately 9:30 a.m. they
approached a large pile of rocks by
the side of the road, known locally as
a favorite nesting place for rattle-
snakes. Leverne suddenly veered the
car as he took sight of two giant birds
scrambling for safety, urged on by
the threatening noisy approach of
a steel-clad monster. Like planes on
the deck of some nightmarish aircraft
carrier, the birds rumbled down the
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highway in front of the car, gaining
speed for a takeoff. Six feet before
the point of collision, the nearer bird
began to pull away.

During an interview the following
day, Leverne estimated that the birds
stood three. feet from tail to beak,
and that their wingspan covered the
entire 15-foot width of the highway
lane. But it wasn’t size that impressed
him the most.

‘“They didn’t seem to have any fea-
thers,”” he said. ‘‘They looked like
they were covered with skin. I im-
mediately thought of those prehistoric
birds.”’

‘““They were both about the same
size,”’ he recalled, ‘“with long necks
curved in an S-shape. They were dark
gray in color, with rounded beaks.’’

As the strange birds rose and flew
directly above the highway, the Al
fords followed for half a mile and
Darlene was able to observe them in

full-flight configuration from the -

passenger side of the car. She later
drew the ‘‘bottom view’’ sketch and
inked-in Leverne’s penciled profile.
The birds were in view for about fif-
teen minutes before they had gained
enough altitude to disappear from
sight. The Alfords retained no im-
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pressions of eyes or feet on the two
beasties.

The sincerity of the two reporters
was as convincing as all other aspects
of the unusual sighting. They had,
and have, nothing to prove or gain
from it. Discussions with other bird-
sighters, although based on encoun-
ters that had taken place in the 1969-
70 flap, only confirmed or added def-
inition to the Alfords’ story.

BeAK

and why so many of the scientifically
sanctified manage to locate tidier
corners of the dusty universe in which
to ply their trade.

Another survivor of the decade-old
flap is Anna Mincer, who earned the
monicker ‘‘Bird Lady’” by publicly
admitting that she saw what she saw.
In a telephone interview, she recalled
her first Thunderbird sighting.

She and her late husband were in
their back yard, which reaches down
to the bank of the Susquehanna River.
It was a morning in 1969, and she
clearly: remembers the shadow that
passed overhead and caused her to
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In the spring of 1970, Susan Dolan
was driving the family Jeep along a
wooded stretch of Clinton County
road. The time was shortly after mid-
day, and the sun was peaking. From
the trees to her left, a ‘‘thing’’ arose
and seemed to hover over the moving
vehicle before disappearing over the
treetops. She was startled. The thing
had caused considerable swaying and
commotion among the trees.

Mrs. Dolan, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Michigan and an outdoors
enthusiast, stated: ‘‘It was huge. It
blotted out the sun. The shadow cov-
ered the road from side to side.”” The
paved portion of the road, as mea-
sured, is 25 feet wide.

‘“My husband and I have hiked all
through these mountains, and I have
identified birds from robins to eagles.
But we’ve never seen anything like
this,’’ she said.

Familiar with the local Thunder-
bird tradition, Mrs. Dolan related
the story to her family when she got
home—with predictable results.

Which is one reason why more ex-
traordinary events are not reported,
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glance up, then exclaim to her hus-
band: ‘‘Look at that airplane!’’

‘“‘Hell, that ain’t no airplane,”’

. he replied. Whatever it was in the
sky, it was the size of an airplane
but as soundless as a cloud.

“It was mammoth. Very dark col-
ored, nearly black. And it flew low
enough for us to see that the claws
were as big as my husband’s hand—
and he was a big man.’’ Anna paused.
“It seemed to soar along on the air
currents. Then it would circle, and
move*back toward the mountains.”’

They saw what looked like the same
bird later that day, and: on 'several
occasions the following year.

Awesome? Huge? Mammoth? Per-
haps the Black Forest of Pennsyl-
vania harbors a Loch Nessian nest of
Pteranodons. Out of circulation a
mere 65 million years, those leathery
winged prototypes of the hang glider
had a counterbalancing crest on the
head that matches the Alford sketch,
and were of comparable size.

Whatever the cause, whatever the
nature of these oddities, all eye-
witnesses agreed: On separate occa-
sions, they saw something remarkably
large. They saw something that flies in
the manner of a bird. They saw some-
thing they could not identify.

Nzd
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Parting the Curtains of
Prehistory for a Look at

The Nether World

by Michael Baran

S IT REASONABLE to suppose that modern science has

remained unaware of the existence of a unique, critically
important energy source?

I believe that ancient men were able to harness an ex-
tremely powerful source of energy naturally available
near the densely gravitomagnetic earth core. In deriving
postulations about core-energy fields and their, possible
unusual effects on physical and biologic systems, my
key premise is that hypergravitomagnetic fields are cap-
able of inducing a nuclear hyper-resonance in the atoms
of a target system. If it is possible to derive fabulously
strong and qualitatively unique energy fields from such a
source, it seems reasonable to speculate that certain
anomalous effects on physical and biologic systems which
have been reported from time to time, could be related to
it. Ordinary magnetism acts by influencing the spatial
orientation and state of resonance of an object’s nuclear
sub-particles. It seems possible that a gravitomagnetic
field arising directly from the earth’s core could induce
such an abnormally high degree of resonance or rever-
beration in a target’s atoms that prop. ‘ties like solidity,
visibility, and gravitation might be altered.

If one considers the core region’s position and struc-
ture, a potentially high energy level may indeed emanate
from what science believes is a dense and massive concen-
tration of molten iron—although no probe has ever gone
deep enough to test the hypothesis. Near the core, dense
matter would exist in all directions, boosting the ambient
gravity, field levels very high; away from the core, at
points near the surface, the atmosphere—with little mass
effect—would reduce the gravitomagnetic energy ambien-
ce to a fraction of that present internally. A dynamic
electromagnetic and hypergravity ambience available in
very deep regions could well be capable of exerting
unusual effects on surface objects coming under its in-
fluence. (Such a field exerts its effects similarly to other
forms of energy via minuscule quantum particles, called
gravitons by physicists who believe them to be close
cousins to photons, electrons and other minute packets of
energy.) An abundance of ancient sources link the so-
called “‘secret force’’ to deep-earth regions.

A companion concept proposes that extensive open
regions exist in the ‘‘middle earth,”’ the deep-crustal
layer. A system of natural recesses close to the earth-core

A native of Boston, Michael Baran earned his under-
graduate and doctoral degrees at Boston University in the
1960s. His first book, Atlantis Reconsidered, was
published last year and is reviewed in the Books section
of this issue. His second book, Insights Into Prehistory,
came out this year and is scheduled for review in a sub-
sequent issue of Pursuit.
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would be an area where any unusual properties the
hypergravitomagnetic fields might possess could be duly
noted by ancients who may well have been aware of those
regions. A likely locale for extensive open regions would
be in the polar areas, subcontinental water seepages
having produced confluences that flow toward the nearer
pole under direction of a magnetic factor such as high
iron-content picked up in deep strata near the core. Un-
derground rivers, through vast eons, could have carved
out a system of interconnected canyons, deep beneath the
land masses and culminating in a large concavity—a kind
of Grand Canyon—in the subpolar regions. Beyond the
concavity, the nether waterflows would re-enter the sur-
face system. (It is relevant to note that icebergs are com-
posed of fresh water.)

Travelers in the polar regions have not often reported
entering any such sequestered areas, but compass direc-
tions at the ends of the earth tend to confusion: when
one ‘‘reaches the pole’’ (zero degrees latitude), the pole is
thought of as a point rather than as the rim of a con-
cavity, so the traveler immediately veers away from true
north or true south. Nevertheless, some modern eyewit-
ness accounts describe a transition zone in the region of
the North Pole where the climate becomes milder and
strange things are noticed, such as volcanic dust and an
unusual kind of red pollen, sometimes in very large quan-
tities.! These accounts tell of a water source within the
earth, contiguous with the ocean at the surface.

In the internal region, it is said, day and night and
sunlight as we know it do not exist, and twilight is ‘‘eter-
nal.”’ Illumination of twilight quality could derive from
magmatic pockets contiguous with the molten core; or it
might arise from a process analogous to the aurora
borealis. According to one esoteric tradition, the region is
known to its inhabitants as ‘‘Lu,”’ while other sources
identify it as ‘“‘Upper Eden.”” Somewhere ‘‘further on’’
are verdant lands, said to be situated on both sides of an
immense river. Homer’s Odyssey tells of such a place as
it recounts Odysseus’s journey to the great river Okanos
and the farther realms of Hades and Persephoneia,
Odysseus having gained access through the North Pole
passage.

The strongest evidence from modern sources for the
existence of such a world comes from the Navy’s polar
expeditions under Admiral Richard E. Byrd in the 1940s
and 1950s, although much of the information he ob-
tained was classified and still remains in the realm of
conjecture. In the aftermath of his Antarctic polar flight
of 1929, Byrd stated: ¢‘I’d like to see that land beyond
the poles. It is the center of the Great Unknown.’’ He
was describing a land containing green forests and large
animals. Details of his later flights for the Navy are
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unavailable, but according to rumor, each polar con-
cavity was penetrated to distances of well over a
thousand miles.

Edgar Cayce, referring to life in ancient Atlantis, spoke
of the ‘‘use of the elevator in buildings in the earth,’’2
which sounds like some sort of deep excavational ac-
tivity. Relating this to a mysterious energy source, Cayce
said: ‘“There was the creating of . . . radial activity from
. . . the sun* that was turned upon the crystals into the
pits . . . connections with the internal influences of the
earth.”” (Was this crystal technology turned ,into space
flight?) Cayce again: metal machines traveled ‘‘through
the air and under the water;’’ they were guided by
‘“‘remote control’’ and motivated by ‘‘radioactive forces.’’3

A Mandan Sioux legend makes a connection between
Atlantean core activities and the Great Flood: ‘“The’'world
was once a great tortoiset borne on the waters, and . . .
one day, in digging the soil, a tribe of white men who
had made holes in the earth at great depths digging for
badgers, at length pierced the shell of the tortoise; it
sank, drowning all the men except for one,’”’ who saved
himself in a boat, later sending out a dove to find out
when the waters began to ebb.¢ Could ancient men have
been so over-zealous in tapping core energy as to account
for the worldwide cataclysms of ancient lore?

The Methuselan theme recurs frequently in ancient
sources. Widespread and ingenuous folk traditions infer
that a rejuvenative entity exists; it is almost always con-
nected with a past residence in the ‘‘underworld.”” The
Lipan Apache tribe preserves a legend which describes in
great detail their ‘‘group-therapy’’ sessions on how to
deal with aging and death following ‘‘emergence.’’s Even
today, the reclusive Seri Indians of Mexico are said to
visit the cave of a ‘‘mountain god’’ to obtain a
rejuvenative elixir. ‘‘If you visit the holy cave, you never
get old like other men,’’ say the Seri.

Could core-fields possess a salutary biologic effect?
Any such biotrophism might be related somehow to the
known action of magnetic fields, in this instance possibly
inducing a stimulation of nuclear resonance in the
organism. Is it reasonable to extrapolate a beneficial out-
come? Suppose, if you will, that the first organic
molecules to acquire the essence of life, billions of years
ago, received the stimulus from a high electromagnetic
energy ambience; that is to say, the life-initiating
chemical reaction was stimulated electrically: Would not
all descendant living systems (including modern man’s)
encountering similar field conditions, undergo re-
exposure to optimal conditions for basic life processes?
This hypermagnetic milieu would be the natural one for
all living systems, but constant exposure to a different
milieu (as on the earth’s surface) might be expected to
further the deteriorative processes of aging and death.

In a variant interpretation of our theoretic model, we
may come to a better understanding of the aquatic mon-
ster phenomenon. There is a pervasive association in ar-
chaic sources between such a creature and the ‘‘under-
world.”” Plato, in his Timaeus and Critias dialogues
about life in Atlantis, related that there were many
elephants and other large beasts; then, as if in passing, he
refers to ‘‘the largest and most voracious of them.”’
*“‘Sun”’ here might be a way (in the ancient lexicon) of referring to the
earth’s molten core.
t““Tortoise’’ is an old Indian allegorical term for ‘‘island.”’
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What was Plato talking about? A beast larger than an
elephant? Clearly, Plato was saying that a highly
unusual animal lived in Atlantis, and it could well have
been one of those ‘‘wild voracious animals’® which Edgar
Cayce described as causing the Atlanteans no end of
trouble. If we assume that certain Atlanteans were con-
ducting deep-earth excavations, could they have breached
the nether passages, thus allowing strange subterranean
animals to reach the surface? According to Cayce, the
animal ‘‘invasions’’ became so serious that ways of
‘“disposing of them’’ were necessary to protect the people
against ‘‘being disposed of themselves.”’”

Many experts believe that Loch Ness and similar
bodies of water where small-headed, long-necked, huge-
bodied animals have been seen on occasion, are too small
to support populations of such creatures, yet there is no
satisfactory theory to explain their origin. What evidence
could we cite to favor a nether association?

Lipan Apache legends associate a huge and dangerous
monster with their past residence in the underworld. The
ancient Lipans called him ‘‘Big Owl.”’ The Seri, too, tell
of a monstrous creature they call ‘‘Big Snake.’’ He lives
in a cave in their sacred mountain. A drawing of Big
Snake shows an animal with a large oval body, a long
neck, and no head—merely a small, bulbous swelling at
the end of the neck. In plesiosaur configuration, it closely
resembles usual descriptions of the Loch Ness monster.

Some archaic sources blame the final prehistoric
cataclysm, the Great Deluge, on attempted genocide by
the Atlanteans: In hopes of destroying an enemy country
in Asia by refracting a gigantic magnetic beam through
the earth’s core, they brought on the Flood.® Perhaps the
earth’s polarity was thereby reversed, and also the direc-
tion of flow of the nether water-courses. Such a sequela
could occur compatibly with the laws of physics, i.e., a
strong electromagnetic force striking between the poles of
a magnet will reverse the polarity. Enormous amounts of
water in the subterranean region could have been attract-
ed magnetically to the point of core-repolarization—to a
point directly beneath Atlantis. A Delaware Indian
legend tells about men in the water being ‘‘devoured by
the many monsters there.’”’s Why ‘“many monsters’’?
Could a great chasm have opened between the nether
waterways and the surface to trigger the Flood? Perhaps
the subterranean recesses afforded protection for the
dinosaur-like creatures by shielding them: from changes
that would have caused their rapid extinction on the sur-
face; with light and warmth available in the vicinity of
magmatic pockets, aquatic saurians might have outlived
more than one primordial catastrophe.

The UFO phenomenon, too, may possibly be linked to
the antediluvian age. In Atlantis' Reconsidered 1 quoted
an ancient Egyptian reference to the god Horus which
seems to be related to a UFO sighting.i1o James Church-
ward, in his 1934 book Sacred Symbols of Mu, published
drawings which he said were. taken from original Lemur-
ian tablets; the objects depicted are not unlike the vehicular
type of UFO most often described by witnesses in our
own times.!! ‘

If UFOs originated in Mu and Atlantis, how are we to
account for their current operations when there is no
evidence of bases—at least, none visible on the surface?
A longtime speculation puts the home of the UFO near
or at the poles, travelers to those regions having made
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quite similar reports of unidentified objects rising and
descending there. The role the middle-earth could play in
this scenario is already evident; indeed, it may have been
a refuge of last resort for survivors of the great pre-
historic cataclysms. Stations on the surface might not
have been necessaiy for flights ro the surface. A control
base located, say a mile or so underground, might find
the interposed layer of earth to have a negligible effect on
the powerful, core-derived field-beam emitted from the
base’s crystal.

How might a control beacon work to motivate a
UFO? We know that electromagnetic waves have the
same velocity as light and other energy waves. Assuming
that the source of the station’s control beacon is metallic
(i.e., the earth core), its force would be projected accord-
ing to the beacon’s wavelength (magnetic frequency).
Variations in frequency patterns from station to station
might be achieved by using crystal-faceting techniques
and varying the metallic composition of the crystals. If a
metallic object like a UFO (which may contain smaller
crystals varying in faceting and composition to conform
with crystals of certain stations) should lock itself into a
certain station’s beacon by adjusting its own crystals, the
UFO might become a part of the beacon itself. Being
strongly magnetized to a variable degree by the beacon
through crystal adjustment, the UFO might then act as a
partial energy quantum. As a following beacon magnet-
ized the space particles in its path, a UFO in a state of
variable magnetization and quantization might be able
to travel at almost any desired velocity. For the adjust-
ment of two different crystals to come into phase with
each other in respect to wavelength frequency, metallic
composition would be important. (Dowsers believe that
arod “‘loaded’’ with a metal such as gold can ‘‘pull selec-
tively’’ toward a gold deposit. A more familiar example
of “‘selective attraction’’ is the common magnet, which is
selective for iron.)

Thus could a UFO pilot, by adjusting his crystals, be
enabled to switch instantaneously from one station
beacon to another, to execute the scarcely believable
near-reverse turn that so amazes the many who have wit-
nessed it. That varying magnetic frequencies could play
such a strong role is reasonable if one accepts the
hypothesis that core-reflective control beacons possess
enormous intensity.

Until science undertakes a serious investigation (with
such funding and technology as can only be imagined),
the validity of the core as an historic and/or contem-
poraneous force-field must remain in the realm of spec-
ulation. The foregoing model suggests some of the
valuable insights which might be obtained by diverting a
portion of interdisciplinary attention from the outside to
the inside of the globe we live upon. Although it is dif-
ficult to guess when such a diversion might take place, do
not doubt that the great depths will someday be plumbed.
The human mind has its own limitless force-field, called
curiosity.
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The Endless Procession

(Continued from page 99)

to be operating outside or beyond the human race, manip-
ulating us constantly. That’s the part we should worry
about.

The gods of the ancients are returning, says Erich
von Daniken. But actually they have been there all along.
While many millions of people have been having casual
sightings of strange things in the sky and on the ground,
other millions have literally been abducted by the phe-
nomenon and subjected to a brainwashing process. They
emerge from the experience with total amnesia, or with
a vague dreamlike theory of what happened. But their
lives change suddenly and remarkably. Their 1.Q. is
elevated. Their characters and personalities are altered.
In several well-documented cases, their chronic ailments
have suddenly been cured. They divorce their wives,
abandon' their families, even change their names and
move into new and better jobs. The process is more so-
phisticated now than it was in the time of the caveman
because we are more sophisticated ourselves. We have
changed slowly, and improved slowly, over those thou-
sands of years. ’

In other ages these experiences were regarded as super-
natural and mystical. Today we try to fit them into a
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technological framework. Some view the contact stories
with alarm, fearing that an alien race is trying to take
us over. One group of ufologists is, in fact, convinced
that some of these brainwashed humans have managed to
attain top jobs in government and industry, and that the
affairs of the world are now being controlled by extra-
“terrestrial aliens.

However, the phenomenon does not really seem in-
terested in our mundane, day-by-day affairs except where
they may influence the mysterious long-range plan. Darwin
was partly right, perhaps, when he speculated about a
process of evolution. But he did not see it as a completely
controlled process. He lacked the historical perspective
needed to view the development of man as a series of rungs
on a long ladder of enlightenment. The phenomenon was
completely hidden from view in his day, accepted as the
exclusive province of religion.

The flaw in the ancient astronauts theory is the absence
of motive. They arrived quietly, gave us some guidance,
and then went away just as quietly. Were we just the
recipients of an exercise in benevolence? Or were they
already making plans for us?
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